Shapefilesfor ArcExplorer

Graphical output from most GUI programs can be converted into an ESRI GIS format for
programs such as ArcExplorer. To convert the graphic generated in the last example,
check the “Frames’ and “GIS” boxesin the “Concentration Display” menu. Thiswill
result in a unique Postscript and text file for each time period. The “ Generate format”
text output file contains the latitudes and longitudes for each contour.

£ Converl t ASCIl Generate format to Shapelile

convert ASCII text files of contours (Generate format) to ESRI shapefiles with
extensions .shp, .shx, and .dbf. The input generate text file is created from the

6IS option in selected display programs.
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From “Utility Programs’, use the ASCII to Shapefile menu to select text files. They are
named by level and time sequence. Select the last file (#20) and rename the output file to
reflect the same number. When finished there will be a series of files with the suffix
“shp”, “shx”, and “dbf”. Open ArcExplorer and add the Con_sh20 theme and a map

background theme, then select both, and center the map.
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